318 Wisconsin Historical Collections (::tiv

to you, my friends. Your children read them every day in
their school books ; but they do not read—no miind at this time
can conceive, and no pen record, the terrible story of recom-
pense for kindness, which for two hundred years has been paid
the simple, trusting, guileless Muh-he-con-new. I have seen
much myself—have been connected with more, and, I tell you,
I know all. The tradition of the wise men is figuratively irue,
“that our home, at last, will be found in the West;” for, an-
other tradition informs us, that “far beyond the setting sun,
upon the smiling, happy lands, we shall be gathered with our
Fathers, and be at rest.”

Promises and professions were freely given, and as ruthless-
ly—intentionally broken. To kindle your fires—to be of and
with us, was sought as a privilege; and yet at that moment you
were transmitting to your kings, beyond the water, intelligence
of your possession, “by right of discovery,” and demanding
assistance to assert and maintain your hold.

Where are the twenty-five thousand in number, and the four
thousand warriors, who constituted the power and population of
the great Muh-he-con-new Nation in 1604%? They have been
victims to vice and disease, which the white man imported.
The small-pox, measles, and “strong waters” have done the
work of annihilation.

Divisions and feuds were insidiously promoted between the
several bands. They were induced to thin each other’s ranks
without just cause; and subsequently were defeated and disor-
ganized in detail.

It is curious, the history of my tribe, in its decline, during
the last two centuries and a half. Nothing that deserved the
name of purchase, was ever made. From various causes, they
were induced to abandon their territory at intervals, and retire
further to the inland. Deeds were given, indifferently to the
Government, or to individuals, for which little or no considera-
tion was paid. The Indian was informed, in many instances,
that he was selling one parcel, while the conveyance described



